
1.HOME 

 

1.1 BLURB 

BOOK BLURB – LOVE STRADDLE 

 

It’s the 1960s of backpacking, youth revolution, women’s liberation and The Beatles, a time 

when little is known of personality problems, obsessions, addictions or wastage of natural 

resources. Selwyn is attending Liverpool University of Technology in the UK and never expects to 

fall in love with Vicki. 

 

He straddles love so precariously he’s literally on the edge of a cliff. He may be an ambitious 

and successful engineering student, but with women, he’s clueless. Beautiful biology student 

Vicki is his obsession but she won’t pass on “free love” the way town girl Barbara will. He’ll deal 

with the two girls in a commodity straddle just to be invulnerable to the uncertainties. But with 

each girl behaving nothing like he predicts, how can it result in anything but tragic 

consequences? 

 

As Selwyn climbs the corporate ladder his relationships crumble, leading him to spiral from 

sex addiction into alcoholism and  become a workaholic, as he tries unsuccessfully to control the 

people around him. 

 

In Canada he becomes the CEO of a major oil company when a disgruntled employee exposes 

the scandalous waste of the World’s oil and an African government makes demands that lead to a 

disaster. Will he be blamed for the catastrophe?   

 

And will Vicki ever forgive him and take him back? 

 

Martin Knox captures the mood of the era of the Cold War,  the youth revolution and women’s 

liberation. He’s created a unique, unusual hero with flaws, quirkiness and  emotions he does 

not express. Selwyn is driven by ambition and compulsion in much the same way as the 

blinkered but likeable character Sheldon in the sitcom, “The Big Bang Theory”. You can’t help 

but love Selwyn as he learns the rules for his complex love life. The author has explored this 

with humorous insight and has Selwyn live by theories and over-thinking when others expect 

understanding. While sometimes Selwyn seems emotionally cold and unfeeling, at other times 

he's gentle and charmingly old-fashioned. It all leads to the question: will Selwyn ever 

understand the nature of love, when all he really wants is attention, acceptance and 

understanding? 

 

 


