
 
2.3 Relationships 

 

2.3.2 Other relationships 

 
2.3.4.1 Child raising in communes 
1 WHAT CHILD RAISING CONDITIONS ARE BEST FOR CHILDREN?  
     1.1 Love  
Children need attention, acceptance and approval. If they do not get this, they may incur 
anxiety disorders and stress illnesses. 
     1.2 Stability 
Children need to have their basic safety, physiological and belonging needs met, including 
parental love. 
     1.3 Gender of parents 
As children get older their learning is predominantly by imitation and they need both male 
and female role models. These can be by the parents or significant others outside the home 
if contact is frequent e.g. teachers. Without role models, teenagers may not behave 
normally and can have problems in relationships. 
 
2  WHAT CHILD RAISING CONDITIONS ARE BEST FOR PARENTS? 
      2.1 Love new, adulterous, utilitarian 
Parents prefer to be in loving relationships with partner(s), past early love that a child(ren) 
could disrupt, with active loving rather than in a merely economic or utilitarian relationship. 
      2.2 Father helps 
Both genders need to be in daily contact with the child. Collaboration with the mother can 
be a model of gender relations. 
      2.3 State helps 
State security can support couples with children in case povery, illness or disablement 
disrupt the family. 
      2.4 Sharing of work with others e.g. communes 
Commune living can reduce parents' work, for example, childcare and education. However, 
child removal from the family home may be going too far, as happened in Israeli kibbutzim. 
      2.5 Women's rights 
Women need to have rights to equal pay for equal work, plus provision for maternity leave 
and childcare. 
 
3.  WHAT PARENTAL ALTERNATIVES FOR CHILD-RAISING ARE THERE? 
      3.1 Spectrum 
The alternatives range from wealthy individuals having many partners, either female or 
male, through monogamy, to a culture of promiscuity. 
      3.2 Polygamy: wealth, aristocracy, paramours, orang-utans 
About 80% of human societies, polygamy is legal. Males establish a dominant position, 
either by heredity, valour or wealth and have many matings. Gorillas and chimpanzees have 
polygamous relationships. There may be an excess of poor males, or they may be required 
to die in warfare. In the past courtesans, concubines, and geishas lived in harems. Children 
born in such circumstances may be celebrated and cared for by the royal court, or destroyed 
by a successor. 



      True love with a spouse was thought impossible. In the 12th Century, adultery was 
considered a higher form of love by the aristocracy. It may have survived, evidence by 
Prince Charles' treatment of his wife Dianna compared with his lover Camilla Bowles. It used 
to be common for a well off man to have a betrothed and a mistress. The traditional 
approach to marital commitment had nothing to do with everlasting love or exclusivity. 
      Today, anonymous sex is available at a price. The number of married men and women 
active on dating websites is growing rapidly. 
      3.3 Polyandry: Hollywood 
Gina Reinhardt, Australia's most wealthy person could afford to have more than one male 
lover. In Peru, local Indian women are dominant and may have more than one male.  
      3.4 Multi-mating - Amazon jungle 
According to Ryan and Jetha, in Sex at Dawn, up to 20 males may have intercourse with the 
bride, so that al of them are responsible for the child. They believe the child is formed from 
semen, the more the better. 
      3.5 Polyamory 
There is little information available about plural sexual activity but stable triads have been 
reported. 
      3.6 Promiscuity - humans' genitals, bonobos, chimpanzees 
Human males are predicted to have been even more promiscuous than bonobos based on 
the relatively large testes, long penis and large mushroom shape of the penis head for 
extracting competitors' semen by thrusting and withdrawing. 
      3.7 Monogamy: gibbons 
Gibbons have monogamy, but their testes are relatively small and penises short, without 
mushroom heads. In other animals, monogamy is most common in colony nesting birds, 
such as seagulls and emperor penguins. It is speculated that individuals are physically so 
similar that the only way paternity can be guaranteed is by maintaining exclusive 
relationships, with the individuals recognising each other by idiosyncratic behaviour. It takes 
both parents to raise chicks, so females need a dedicated male and would not accept a 
philanderer. 
      3.8 Women's rights 
It is sometimes argued that females are being exploited when they mate with a polygamous 
male. In most societies women mate voluntarily. A polygamous man has to provide for his 
previous wife(ves) before taking a further wife, who he also has to provide for. 
On the contrary, women who have lived in polygamy have reported that the wives help 
each other with the household chores, such as child raising. This is a significant advantage.  
      3.9 What do women want? 
According to Bergner (2013), women are more easily aroused by strangers' bodies and by 
watching sexual activity, than previously reported. 
     3.10 What do men want? 
Men are more interested in a sexual relationship than simply sexual activities. 
     3.11 What do churches want? 
Religions with a strict moral code, like Islam, may have terrible punishments for adultery e.g. 
stoning to death.  This is logical when it follows from the belief that the religions has 
absolute authority over a person's life. Similarly, the Roman Catholic Church will not 
remarry divorcees, because divorce is a sin. It is logical from the belief that broken 
marriages break with religious authority. 
     3.12 Infidelity 



According to recent sources e.g.  Bergner and Ryan & Jetha, this is more common in western 
countries than previously supposed and growing. 
 


