
2.3 Relationships 

 

2.3.2 Other relationships 

 

2.3.9  Inertia And Compromise 

 

Inertia in Physics is a property of matter that is the tendency of an object to remain 

stationary or in motion at constant speed in a straight line, unless acted upon by a force. 

The amount is deduced from the weight in a force field and is the mass. Social inertia I will 

define to be the tendency of a person to keep on doing the same behaviours. The amount 

can be deduced from social cost of real material, financial and emotional disruption due to 

changes in location, ownership or relationships.  

Social inertia keeps a person doing what they are accustomed to. I found it was difficult 

to deflect these women from their paths to join along a new path with me. What was worse 

was that they were heading in different directions from me. They wanted me to unilaterally 

change my lifestyle to parallel theirs. They wanted me to adopt activities that would support 

them with my resources, skills and time. I would become their virtual servant. Such 

capitulation was unacceptable.  

 I calculated compromises that fairly balanced our inertias. If our inertias had been equal, 

we could have settled for a compromise midway between us. I acknowledged that the 

women had more inertia than me. As an immigrant, I had fewer social obligations so I had 

less inertia and I could flex my time and compromise further from what I ideally wanted. 

 I proposed compromises by analogy with the physics of balance. A compromise position 

of a pivot that balances a couple's inertial masses m pulled down by gravity (mg).  multiplied 

by relative distances from the pivot (fraction d of the total and 1-d). For example, if a 

woman has twice the inertia, she can enjoy half as much compromise to achieve balance 

with me. It is a "seesaw" that will balance as shown in this diagram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The diagram shows a pivotal compromise that would balance the different inertial 

masses by equating momentums, F X d. The woman would go one third of the way to meet 

me, whereas I would go two thirds of the distance between us to meet her. An equal 

balance of the moments is shown by the calculation: 2 X 1/3 = 1 X 2/3.  
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An individual can decrease their inertia by becoming flexible in the compromise 

dimension e.g. by making time available for joint activities, being prepared to travel or 

becoming willing to sacrifice cherished activities or locations.  

 

 


